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Singapore telegram No. 235 [of June 23: Contingency 
planning for Laos], 

Ministers have been considering whether we should begin to 
build up supplies of heavy military equipment in Thailand so that 
any British forces entering Laos as part of a SEATO intervention 
could be immediately supplied with adequate weapons to stand up 
to counter-attack by North Viet Ns.mese or Chinese "volunteers" . 

• . j ' present arrangements they would only be lightly armed to 
conduct counter-insurgency operations whereas the American 
troops will be fully equipped for all immediate contingencies. 

For your own information, to get troops into position with the 
increased scale of armament will take 30 days from the decision 
to intervene unless we have previously tnlcon preliminary measures. 
Since the Americans have already prepositioned most of their 
equipment in Thailand, there is a strong case for our doing the 

same . 

2. Mini stes have delayed a final decision on this matter 
until next week. Meanwhile, they would like you to find out 
whether the Thai Government would be willing to let us have the 
necessary facilities. You should therefore seek a personal 
interview with the Prime Minister as soon as possible to put 
the matter to him. It is important however that you should not 
appear to be making a firm proposal, because it is quite possible 
that on political or financial grounds we shall decide not to 
pursue the matter further and the Thais might then form the 
opinion that we had altered our general policy or decided against 
intervention in any circumstances. I therefore suggest that 
you should speak on the lines of my immediately following 

telegram. sraTRET 
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3. These instructions are contingent on our receiving 
a favourable reaction from the Australian and New Zealand 
Governments who are being consulted urgently by Commonwealth 
Relations Office, Replies will be repeated to you but you 
. should act only (repeat only) on receiving further specific 
authority from me to go ahead with Marshal Sarit. 




